OF HEALTH

Frank A. Traylor, M.D.
Executive Directecr

Richard D. Lamm
Governor

August 28, 1980 CERTIFIED MAIL
No. PO3 8276162

Mr., 0. L. Jahnke, Vice President and Agent

For Rico Exploration & Production Company

Mining Division of Crystal Exploration &
Production Company

P. 0. Box 158

Rico, CO 81332

RE: In the Matter of Rico Exploration and Pro-
duction Company, a division of Crystal

Exploration and Production Company

Dear Mr. Jahnke:

Enclosed is a signed copy of Notice of Violation and Cease and Desist
Order in the above matter,

Very truly yours,

fed Matter, P.E,, Chief
Monitoring & Enforcement Section
Water Quality Control Division

M:ef
Enclosure

cc —vféapon Metcalf, Assistant Attorney General
Fred Hinman, District Engineer
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners
Dolores County
Environmental Protection Agency

4210 EA'ST 11TH AVENUE DENVER,COLORADO 80220 PHONE (303) 320-8333
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COLORADD DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION

HL WQ HRWL

IN THE MATTER OF

RICO EXPLORATION AND
PRODUCTION COMPANY,y a divi-
sion of CRYSTAL EXPLORATION
AND PRODUCTION COMPANY .

NOTICE OF VIOLATION
AND

CEASE AND DESIST ORDER

DOLORES COUNTY, COLQRADO

NPDES PERMIT NO. LO-0029793.

T3: O.Le Jahnke
General Manager

EINDINGS QF_FA(Y

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Division of
Administration of the Colorado Department of Health by part
111, article 8y title 25y CeReSe 19734y which authority has
been delegated to me by the executive direcztory I hereby
make the followiné findings of fact:

1« RICO ARGENTINE MINING COMPANY (™Rico")s a divi-

sion of Crystal Exploration and Production Companys Owns

and operates a base and precious metal mine and froth-flotation

mill located north of the town of Rico which is the subject
of NPDES permit Noe CO-0029793 ("permit")e

2. The permit was issued by the Colorado Department
of Healthsy Division of Administration ("division") on June
ly 1976 and has been in full force and effect since approxi-
mately one month after that date. The permit will expire
at midnighty December 31, 1980.

3. The permit authorizes Rico to discharge into
Silver Creek and the Dolores Rivery which are "state waters"
as defined by the Colorado Water Quality Control Acte

4« On September 18 and 25y and October 24 1978,

and May 9y 22y and 31, 1979 the division sampled the effluent



from discharge point 002 of the facility. Split samples
wara offered toy and accepted by Rico.

5., The division analyzed the samples taken in find-
ing Noe 4 in their laboratory according to standard te§ting
procedures and determined that the following pollutant param-
eters conﬁen;rathons were in the discharge:

Pollutant Parameter Concentration

Date | Zn (mg/l) ' Hg (mg/l)

9-18-78 ' 0.79
9-25-78 ' 0.92
10-2-78 0.99
Average 0.90
5-9-79 | 2.7
5-22-79 . 3.0 .0006
'5-31-79 5.0
Average | 3.57

6« Division representatives have also observed
seepage into the Dolores River through the sides of the
series of ponds that runs along the riveres This discharge
appears to be continuous,y and was.specificaily observed on
the following dates in.l978: May 16 and 31y June 7 and 21y
July 69 1lly and 26y and August 28e. Discharge to the river

.from the side of a pond was also observed 6n May 2 and 9,
1980.

Te DiScharge monitoring reports submitted by Rico
for thenquartef ending July ly 1979 indiﬁated that boih |
daily ma;imhms and 30-day average limitations for zinc were
exceededs The report for the quarter ending DOctober 1,
1979 indicated that the daily maximum limitation for copper

~ was exceedede

8. [n additiony discharge monitbring reports submit-
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ted by Rico have bezn incompleins for example failing to
report flow volumes, number of exceptionss freqguency of anal-

ysa5: and sample type.

NOTILE_QF _VIQLATION

You are hereby notified that the facts stated above
constitute violations of NPDES permit No. (0-0029793.
This permit provides in pertinent part:

. . . . POS] [
th cd Seginning July 1, 1977, - z=d lasting tarougn December 31, 1%
ri e pericc teginnin N _ astd < '
o :gr" **ie is autnerized to ¢ischnrge from ou;;al*(s‘sera nurserfs) 002, the St. Louis Tunne
the - - z - gy .

lores River. ; P e Fiad helew:
;Octhg th rges shcll be limited znd renitored ty the parmittee as spccified helew:
vea & - Ll

tefluernt Charccteristic N Mscharen Li:it::i::z;nCe:traticn

kc/da:(lbs/day) re/l . rg/l .
30-day iz a/  Deily Mex b/  30-day Avg a/ Daily lax b/

s=m3/Day (1CD) NA N/A N/A C N/A

al Suspended Solids ‘N/A N/A 20 30

.al Copper N/A N/A | 0.05 . 0.09

al Zinc N/A . N/A 0.5 1.0

~al Lead /A N/A N/A - 0.2

-a1 Mercury | h/A N/A N/A 0.0002

ine permit also provides that "ahy discharge‘to the

waters of the state from a point source other than specifi-
cally authorized is prohibited." The discharges through the

sides of the ponds fall under this prohibition.

CEASE_AND _DESISY_QORDER

Based upon the foregoing findings of fact and notice

of violationy, and pursuant to the provisions of CeReS. 1973,

25-8-605y I hereby order you:

le To take such steps as are neéessary to forthwith

cease and desist from all discharges to the waters of the

State of Colorado from the above-described premises that
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are in violation of NPDES parmit Qo. £0-00229793.

2 To perform any work necessary to prevent any
futura violations of NPDES permit Np. C0-0029793 from the
above-described premisese.

3. To'givg written notice within ten days after
receipt of this order to fhe Department of Health stating
your intent to comply uitﬁ this cease and desist order.

4. To carry out the following compliance schedules
completing the activities spécified by the dates indicateds:

a. Install flow monitoring

device at the outfall
of the last pond prior
to discharge to the

Dolores River. - October 1. 1980

b Confine the 002 discharge _
point to a single pointe October 1. 1980

ce Propose a programy for
' Division approvaly to
bring discharge into com-
pliance. The program
should include a schedule
of implementatione October 15, 1980

de Propose a programy for
.division approvale oOn
“the Dolores River that
will demonstrate any
impact of tha ponds on
the rivere The program
shall include frequencyy
parameters and shall be
implemented within 15
days of program approvale. October 14 1980
5. Complete and submit all discharge monitoring
repasrts as required by the permite
CeReSe 1973, 25-8-603, provides that if the division
does not rejuire 3 hearingy an alleged violator may request
the division to conduct such a hearinge Such request shall
be in writing and shall be filed with the division no later
than thirty (30) days after service of this ordere For clar-
ification of the rights of the recipients of notices of

violations and cease and desist ordersy parties are advised

to consult the Colorado Water Quality Control Acty CeReSs
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1973, 25-8-101 gt_seq.

. Nothing herein contained, parthU1ar1y those portions
requiring cartain acts to be performed within a certain
timz2e shall be construed as a permnit or licenses either to
violate any provisions of the public heafth laws and regula-
tions promulgated thereunder or to make any discharges to

the waters of the state.

DATED at Danvery Colorado this 27th  day of August

1980.

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION

Director
Water Quality Control Division

AG Alpha No. HL WQ HUFD
AG File No«. DNR/TB9/MT
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